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YEAR GROUP:  5 TERM:  Autumn 

SUBJECT OVERVIEW OF LEARNING IDEAS FOR LEARNING AT 
HOME 

MATHS 

 

Place Value: Understanding the place value of numbers within 1 million. Rounding numbers to the nearest 10, 100, 1000, 10,000 
and 100,000. Place value and finding the differenceusing negative numbers. Interpreting roman numerals.  
Addition and Subtraction: Column addition and subtraction with numbers up to 6 digits. Rounding to estimate and approximate. 
Using the inverse operation. Solving problems with multiple steps.  
Statistics: Reading and interpreting bar charts and pictograms. Reading, interpreting and drawing line graphs. Using line graphs to 
solve problems. Reading and interpreting tables, such as two way tables and timetables.  
Multiplcation and Division: Learning to understand multiples, factors, prime numbers, square numbers and cube numbers. 
Multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 and 1000.  
Perimeter and Area: Calcluating the perimeter of rectilinear shapes. Calculating the area of rectangles, and compound and irregular 
shapes.  
 

It is vital that the children continue to be 
confident with their times tables. Please 
encourage them to keep practising at home – 
TTRockstars is a fun way to keep times tables 
fresh! 
 
 

ENGLISH 
 
  

This term, Year 5 will be using the text ‘The Explorer’ by Katherine Rundell to base their writing around. This novel is a comedically 
written tale of four children who crash land in the Amazon jungle, struggling to survive and following the trail of the mysterious 
‘explorer’. We will be basing various pieces of writing around this including a diary entry where we will develop informal writing in the 
first person, as well as our narrative skills. Our non fiction piece will be a non-chronological report about a famous explorer, and the 
children will be able to choose between Gertrude Bell and Captain Cook, then conduct their own research for the report. Then they 
will develop their narrative skills by exploring the perspective, voice and story of the explorer, writing their own version of how he 
might have come to crash land in the rainforest. We will develop our skills of description to engage the audience in the spectacular 
setting of the jungle, and will use a range of language techniques to add variety and flair to our writing.  
 
Our second novel of the term will be ‘The London Eye Mystery’ by Siobhan Dowd. We will explore mystery and suspense as a 
genre, and we will use our findings to write our own suspense narrative. We will also recount in the form of two different newspaper 
reports, each with a contrasting audience to develop our skills in differentiating between formality in our writing.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Continue to encourage your child to read a wide 
range of age-appropriate books to work on 
developing their vocabulary and understanding. 
Talk about words they are unfamiliar with and try 
to use them in a range of contexts.   
 
Ask your child about the class novel and see 
what they can recount. Ask them what they’re 
enjoying about the book – we’re having great fun 
reading it!  

SCIENCE 
 
 

Earth and Space: During this science topic, Year 5 will be learning about our solar system. They will be able to describe the shape 
and position of the sun, planets, and our moon. They will learn how the moon orbits earth and how the light from the sun causes 
different moon phases, and how our orbit of the sun causes night and day. They will also learn how our ideas about the solar system 
have developed through history.  
 
Material World: In this topic Year 5 will build on their prior knowledge of a range of materials and their properties. They will learn 
about reversible and irreversible changes such as dissolution, separation, and evaporation. They will learn how being heated, 
cooled, mixed etc can alter the properties of materials. They will also consider what changes happen in everyday situations.  
 

What can your child tell you about space? 
Maybe you could make some observations 
together of the stars, the moon phases, or the 
sun as the earth moves through the day.  
 
Can your child identify any changes to materials 
at home? Perhaps when cooking or making a 
hot drink you could talk through the process of 
what is happening to the different materials.  

HISTORY 
 

This term, our history focus will be Ancient Maya. The children will be able to locate this civilisation in time and place and be able to 
mention at least 3 iconic features associated with it. They will also be able to identify some of the key features of Maya cities, and 
have an understanding of the social hierarchy and how it impacted daily life. They will learn about their gods and their beliefs and 
why the ancient Maya were such clever, creative people.   
 

Can your child tell you any facts about Ancient 
Maya? Can they explain any similarities or 
differences in beliefs? 

GEOGRAPHY 
 

During the autumn term, Year 5 will be learning about North and Central America. The class will locate the continent of America and 
identify the main countries and capital cities. They will also identify the major physical features and explore facts and statistics about 
the human geography. The children will continue to use atlases and digital maps during their geography lessons, extending their 
knowledge of how to use these resources effectively. They will look at the products from both North and Central America and 
compare them, discussing how the climate has an impact on what can be grown.  
 

If you have an atlas at home, maybe your child 
could use this to explore the different 
characteristics of America in more detail. If not, 
they could use Google Maps.  
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ART 
 
 

Our art this term will be linked to our History and Geography topics, and inspired by the artwork of mural artist Diego Rivera. The 
children will develop their drawing and painting skills, recapping techniques and materials that can be used to create shade and 
texture. They will study murals and frescoes and understand why it is an important art form. They will develop the technique of 
scaling and will collaboratively recrate a mural inspired by one of Diego Rivera’s pieces.  

Look out for murals and other public artworks 
when you’re out and about. Discuss them with 
your child – are they trying to portrary a 
message of some sort or are they just 
decorative? How do they make you feel 

D & T 
 

In DT we will be doing food technology, looking at a balanced diet, where food comes from, and the importance of seasonality. The 
children will understand how to keep safe and healthy while preparing food. We will look at food from Central America, particularly 
focusing on what the Ancient Maya used to eat, and we will design and create our own dishes based on our learning. We will also be 
investigating the treat famously enjoyed by the Ancient Maya – chocolate! 
 

Perhaps you could involve your child in 
preparing some food. They could even use their 
knowledge about Mayan food to help you plan a 
Mayan inspired meal, or tell you about what they 
can do to prepare food safely. 

RE 
 

Islam: The class will learn some key aspects of Islam, including why the Qur’an is so important, the story of Mohammad, and what 
Muslims believe about Allah. They will also learn the key features of a Mosque and their purpose, and they will understand what i s 
meant by the five pillars of Islam.  
 
Christianity: We will be basing our learning in the final weeks of the term around a question – ‘What are the themes of Christmas?’ 
They will learn the meaning of the term ‘secular’ and will consider the similarties and differences between the secular and religious 
celebrations of Christmas. Through this they will begin to spot common themes and discuss why those themes are important. They 
will also explore their own understanding and feelings about the themes of Christmas. 

Can your child tell you any facts about Islam? 
What are the five pillars of islam? 
 
Discuss the themes you hear/see around 
Christmas, perhaps while watching films, 
listening to Christmas music or reading stories 
set at Christmastime. What themes appear 
often?  

PE 
 

PE will continue on Friday afternoons. In our PE lessons over the course of the term, the class will be learning with teachers and 
coaches this term. They will focus on invasion and ball skills in football and hockey, work on their fitness and stamina in High 
Intensity Interval Training, and will also learn ‘Rock ‘n’ Roll’ in dance lessons. 

Please ensure that your child remembers to 
bring their PE kit and a water bottle every Friday. 
We will be outside in all weathers (within reason) 
so appropriate clothing is essential.  

PSHE 

 

One of the PSHE focuses during the autumn term will be considering the following question – ‘What makes up our identity?’. 
Through this we will explore how different characteristics and qualities make up our identidy. The children will learn to understand 
that we all have personal attributes and qualities and to recognise and respect similarities and differences. Children will be 
encouraged to consider what a stereotype is and how it can have a negative influence on our attitude and behaviour towards 
somebody.   
 
Another PSHE topic this term will be will be puberty and how our bodies change during puberty. As well as discussing the physical 
changes, the children will also explore how puberty can affect emotions and feelings. They will understand how personal hygiene 
routines may change during puberty and how to ask for advice and support during this time 

Encourage your child to ask for help or support if 
they are struggling with any of the topics covered 
this term, particularly linked to puberty and the 
changes they will go through during this time in 
their lives.  

MUSIC 
 

Using the Charanga package from Durham Music Services, Year 5 will use the song ‘Livin’ on a Prayer’ in their music lessons this 
term. The children will continue to develop their knowledge and understanding of pulse, rhythm and pitch whilst learning to sing this 
classic rock song.  
Later in the term we will be singing Christmas carols in preparation for our school carol service, which we are very much looking 
forward to.   
 

Your child can access their Yumu account on 
Charanga. They will be able to view our lessons 
and practise what we have been learning in 
school. 

COMPUTING 
 

For our Digital Literacy focus this half term, we will be exploring Purple Mash, a new resource for computing with a huge range of 
uses. We will develop our coding skills and continue to embed our knowledge about staying safe online.  

Can your child tell you the important rules of 
being a good ‘digital citizen’? 

FRENCH 

 

We will start our French lessons by researching a little more about the countrya dn culture of France. The children will revisit 
classroom instructions and phrases learnt in previous years and  learn new ones –there will be opportunities to practise these on a 
daily basis. They will continue to practise talking about themselves and further develop their vocabulary to be able to talk about 
family members and friends. They will continue to practise numbers to 100 and beyond and complete maths games and activities. 
As we prepare for Christmas, the children will learn more about French Christmas traditions and will learn the words to a French 
Christmas carol that they will sing at our whole school carol service. 

Encourage your child to practise their French at 
home by teaching you! There are lots of French 
games and activities on the BBC website 
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 
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