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YEAR GROUP:  4 TERM:  Spring 

SUBJECT OVERVIEW OF LEARNING IDEAS FOR LEARNING AT HOME 
MATHS 

 

Multiplication & Division: Multiply two-digit and three-digit numbers by a one-digit number using formal written 

layout. Recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables up to 12 × 12. Use place value, known and 

derived facts to multiply and divide mentally, including: multiplying by 0 and 1; dividing by 1; multiplying 

together three numbers. 

Measurements: Measure and calculate the area of a rectilinear figure (including squares) in centimetres and 

metres and area of a rectilinear shape by counting squares. 

Fractions: Recognise and show, using diagrams, families of common equivalent fractions. Count up and down in 

hundredths; recognise that hundredths arise when dividing an object by one hundred and dividing tenths by 

ten. Solve problems involving increasingly harder fractions to calculate quantities, and fractions to divide 

quantities. Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator. 

Decimals: Recognise and write decimal equivalents of any number of tenths or hundredths, e.g. 2/10 = 0.2; 

5/100 = 0.05. Recognise and write decimal equivalents to ¼ (0.25), ½ (0.5), ¾ (0.75). Find the effect of dividing a 

one or two digit number by 10 or 100. Round decimals with one decimal place to the nearest whole number. 

Compare numbers with the same number of decimal places up to two decimal places. 

It is important that your child knows all of the 

multiplication and division facts up to 12 x 12 by the 

end of the year. A secure knowledge of the times 

tables and related division facts will also help your child 

to work much more confidently with fractions. Please 

encourage your child to practise their times tables - 

Times Tables Rockstars or Hit the button is a fun way to 

do this.  

ENGLISH  Linked to their geography topic on volcanoes the children will read the picture book Escape from Pompeii by 

Christina Balit. This text links to the historic event of Mount Vesuvius erupting in 79AD.The children will develop 

their skills in punctuating dialogue accurately so that they can write a newspaper report on the catastrophic 

event. They will also retell the story in first person. The class novel this term is the classical story of the Lion, the 

Witch & the wardrobe by C.S. Lewis. Once the children have read the book, they will write their own sequel 

where the characters revisit Narnia. The children will look at writing non chronological reports this term and use 

their skills to create a brochure persuading others to visit Narnia. 

It is important for children to practise their writing skills 

whenever they get a chance, consolidating basic 

punctuation skills and using adventurous vocabulary. 

Can they write a short story suing their favourite book as 

inspiration? Or maybe write a diary entry about 

somewhere you have visited as a family? You child can 

practise their spelling skills on Spelling Shed at home. It 

is a fun way to revisit spelling patterns and rules or learn 

new ones. 

SCIENCE 

 

This term, the children will learn that all matter is either a solid, a liquid or a gas. They will find out how we define 

these different states of matter and be able to describe the differences in the way that solids, liquids gases 

behave. They will use this knowledge to help them to compare group materials together, according to whether 

they are solids, liquids or gases. The children will also investigate and observe some materials change state when 

they are heated and they will learn about the part played by evaporation and condensation in the water cycle 

which will link to their learning about rivers in geography. 

Can your child group materials at home as solids, 

liquids or gases? Maybe you could ask them why there 

is condensation on your windows on a morning or why 

the washing is drying on the line? 

HISTORY 

 

Our history topic this term is the Romans and their impact on Britain. During this topic Year 4 will understand the 

meaning, size and timescale of the Roman empire by drawing conclusions from maps and timelines. Empathise 

why the Celts would have been apprehensive about taking on the Roman army but also with the personal 

motivation of Boudicca and can link to actions taken by Romans. The children will explore reasons to why the 

Roman army was so powerful and understand range of entertainments that Romans had in society - 

amphitheatres, baths and forum. They will understand that society was diverse and that poor lived very 

differently. 

 

GEOGRAPHY The focus of this term’s geography is Europe where links to the Roman Empire will be made. The children will use 

atlases to identify Europe on a world map and countries within the continent. They will have the opportunity to 

research and identify some European flags and the capital cities of these countries. The children will learn the 

difference between ‘human and psychical’ characteristics and name some of those most famous landmarks in 

You can use the internet to research how to build your 

own volcano and make it erupt. 
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 Europe. They will learn that Europe is located in the northern hemisphere and can describe the typical climate of 

northern and southern Europe. 

In the second half of the term the focus is on volcanoes and explaining the process on how they are formed. 

The children will learn about some of the most famous volcanoes on the planet and locate them on maps. They 

will discover the impact volcanic eruptions can have and what the benefits and dangers of living near one are. 

DESIGN & 

TECHNOLOGY 

 
 

The focus of this term’s DT is food and the children will be linking their learning to the science and PSHE; 

understanding how this food is digested and the importance of a healthy diet. They will investigate healthy 

recipes, assessing them for taste, appeal and nutritional value and use this to design their own healthy diets. 

Cooking is an essential life skill. Encourage your child to 

help with food preparation at home. As a family, you 

could try some fruit and vegetables that you’ve never 

tried before.  

ART 

 

This term the children will research the life and work of Wassily Kandinsky, finding out when & where he lived, 

what & where he studied and who influenced his work. They will explore some of Kandinsky’s works of art and 

the techniques he used. The children will develop their own painting skills (including mixing colours and using 

different brushes and techniques) to create their own version of Kandinsky’s work.    

 

RE 

  

In RE this term, we will be learning about why the bible is important to Christians. In this unit, the children will learn 

about the 10 commandments and the messages behind these. They will read passages from the bible and 

some of the miracle stories Jesus performed. As Easter approaches, we will be asking the question, why is Lent 

such an important time for Christians? The children will learn about how is Lent a period of preparation for 

Christians; what happened when Jesus was tempted in the desert; and make links to how and why Christians 

keep Lent today. They will also reflect on ways in which people react and respond to temptations today. 

 

PE 

 

In PE, the children will be developing their football skills even further with the PE coach. They will develop their 

striking and passing skills. In the hall, the children will do gymnastics focusing on accelerating and 

deaccelerating whilst travelling, performing rolls and developing some knowledge on rhythmic gymnastics. The 

children will use apparatus and mats to work on their balance, movement and shapes created by different 

parts of the body. After the half term, the children will do basketball & netball skills with the PE coach. They will 

learn some of the rules of the games and will develop their passing, catching and shooting skills. Additionally, the 

children will focus developing their dribbling, movement and teamwork skills in both hockey and football as the 

term finishes. 

Please ensure that your child remembers to bring their 

PE kit every Thursday. We will be outside in all weathers 

(within reason) so warm tracksuit bottoms, a waterproof 

jacket or the school hoodie, a water bottle, hat and 

gloves are also needed. We very much appreciate the 

support we get from parents with transporting children 

to and from sporting events – thank you! 

PSHE 

 

In the first half term, the children will learn about relationships and how we treat each other with respect. They 

will learn about self-respect and showing courteous behaviours. This unit will expose the children to human rights 

and why we have them. The focus for PSHE the second half of the term will be around feelings and how we 

express them, how they can change and affect our bodies. There will be a particular focus on the feelings of loss 

and grief and how these feelings may be experienced and how children can be supported during these 

experiences. 

 

MUSIC 

 

This term the children will continue to develop their music reading and singing skills. They will learn to play simple 

pieces of music using brass instruments taught by Durham Music Service. 
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FRENCH 

 

This term, the children will recap common colours and learn how to pronounce metallic colours. They’ll learn to 

describe common household appliances and name animals that can be found on a farm and in a zoo. Towards 

the end of the term, Year will learn to pronounce common supermarket items and create their own shopping list. 

Encourage your child to practise their French at home 

by teaching you! There are lots of French games and 

activities on the BBC website 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

COMPUTING 

 

 

 

 

 

In the first half term the children will learn how to use spreadsheets and in different contexts. They will also use the 

data created by them to create line graphs. Afterwards, they’ll explore using the Purple Mash software to write 

for different audiences. In this unit, the children will learn about selecting appropriate font styles to match the 

genre of writing and will radices a news report and persuasive piece of writing for a campaign. Finally, they will 

become familiar using the 2Logo element of Purple Mash. 

Encourage your child to be safe when online – can 

they tell you what the rules are? Use apps that support 

their learning. There are lots of amazing free apps and 

websites! 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize

