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Compliance
This policy complies with the statutory requirement laid out in the SEND Code of Practice 025 (July 2014) and has been written with reference to the following guidance and
documents:








Equality Act 2010: advice for schools DFE Feb 2013
SEND Code of Practice 0 – 25 July 2014
Schools SEND Information Report Regulations 2014
Statutory Guidance on Supporting pupils at school with medical conditions April 2014
The National Curriculum in England Key Stage 1 and 2 framework document Sept
2013
Child Protection Policy
Teachers Standards 2012

Aims and Objectives
At Hurworth Primary, we have a duty to ensure that any children with Special Educational
Needs are identified, assessed and provided for throughout their time in school. Their
progress is regularly monitored and evaluated within the mainstream classroom and when
necessary through other professional bodies in line with the SEN Code of Practice 2014. Our
aim is to ensure we enable children with Special Educational Needs to achieve to the best of
their abilities and overcome any barriers to their learning.
To ensure children with Special Educational Needs have access to a broad,
balanced, relevant and differentiated curriculum that meets the full range of
their individual abilities and needs. This will be achieved by establishing and
developing good practices with regard to differentiation.
To provide all staff with support and advice so that they have a good
understanding of supporting children with Special Educational Needs. This
will be achieved through regular staff meetings, professional development
days and liaising with outside agencies.
To ensure the identification of all pupils requiring Special Educational Needs
provision is as early as possible in their school life.
To promote an atmosphere of encouragement, acceptance and respect for
achievements in which all pupils can thrive.
To have appropriate resources available in school and provide appropriate
individual educational programmes, where necessary, to meet identified
Special Educational Needs.
To monitor and evaluate the SEND policy, information report and practice
annually.
To ensure that parents are informed and involved and are an integral part of
the SEND provision. Meetings will be frequent in order to establish the next
steps in their child’s learning and to discuss their child’s needs.
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Roles and Responsibilities
The people co-ordinating the day to day provision of education for pupils with SEND are
Miss S Laing (SEN Coordinator/Class teacher) and Mrs K Sellars (HLTA).
The school governor with responsibility for SEND is Caran Masheder.
The SENCO and HLTA work with head teacher and governing body to determine the
strategic development of the SEND policy.
Contact details:
01325 720028
slaing@hurworthprimary.com
ksellars@hurworthprimary.com

SEND definition
The Code of Practice outlines a graduated response to pupils’ needs, recognising that there
is a continuum of need matched by a continuum of support. Children have special
educational needs if they have a learning difficulty that calls for special educational provision
to be made for them.
‘Children have a learning difficulty if they:

 Have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children of the same
age.

 Have a disability that prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities of
a kind generally provided for children of the same age in schools within the area of the local
authority.

 Are under compulsory school age and fall within the definitions above or would so do if
special educational provision was not made for them.’ (Code of Practice, September 2014)

There are 4 broad areas that cover the range of needs that should be planned for. The
purpose of identification is to work out what action will be taken as a school; not to fit a child
into a category. In practice, individual children will often have needs that cut across all these
areas and these may change over time. The four areas are:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Communication and interaction
Cognition and Learning
Social, emotional and mental health difficulties (SEMH)
Sensory and/or physical

For definitions of these areas see Appendix 1
Children may also have other difficulties which may impact on their learning, progress and
attainment but they are NOT SEND. These children are still supported with high-quality
teaching, tailored interventions and re closely monitored in half termly pupil progress
meetings.
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These are:









Disability (the Code of Practice outlines the “reasonable adjustment “ duty for all
settings and schools provided under current Disability Equality legislation – these
alone do not constitute SEND)
Attendance and Punctuality
Health and Welfare
English as an additional language (EAL)
Being in receipt of Pupil Premium Grant
Being a Looked After Child
Being a child of Serviceman/woman

Identification of SEND
Early identification of pupils with SEND is a priority. Our school will use appropriate
screening and assessment tools, and ascertain pupil progress through:





Evidence obtained by teacher observations and assessments
Pupil progress in relation to maths, reading and writing objectives
Pupil’s performance in the National Curriculum judged against year group
expectations
Standardised screening or assessment tools

Our school uses the ‘SEND ranges’ as a reference point in identifying the level of the need
and what level of support is required.
A child has SEN where their learning difficulty or disability requires special
educational provision that is different from or additional to that is normally available
to pupils of the same age.
As a school, we strongly believe that having a special educational need is not about seeking
a label or a diagnosis; it is about ensuring the child has the right level of support in place for
them to be the best version of themselves.
We recognise that parents know their children best, therefore we listen to and understand
when concerns are expressed about their child’s development. Staff also listen to and
address any concerns raised by children themselves.
There is a clear approach to identifying and support children with SEND. We follow a three
tier model which ensures children receive the right level of support.
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Universal support
Teachers are responsible and accountable for the progress and development of all pupils in
their class. High quality teaching, differentiated for individual pupils, is the first step in
responding to children who have or may have a Special Educational Need (SEN). Teachers
assess and monitor children’s progress on a half termly basis using an assessment tracking
tool. This helps teachers identify children not making adequate progress across areas of the
curriculum. If a teacher has a concern about a child’s progress, attainment or their
behaviour, they will first refer to the school’s ‘Quality First Teach Toolkit’ and the ‘SEND
ranges’ to explore different approaches in supporting the child.
Targeted support
After 3 weeks, the teacher will review whether the different approaches have made a
difference to the child. If it hasn’t then the teacher will complete a standardised form,
highlighting the child’s strengths, difficulties and what has already been put in place to
support the child. The SENCO will arrange with the class teacher to observe the child in the
classroom setting and discuss what targeted support the child may need. This may be using
additional resources or accessing small group/1:1 interventions designed to address the
need. These additional provisions are implemented and reviewed in 6 weeks. Parents may
be made aware of this level of support as they may be able to support their child at home as
well.
Specialist support
Learning plans
If there is little or no progress after the targeted support, a meeting is arranged with parents
to inform them of what has already been put in place and for any other concerns to be
shared. A pupil passport (a profile about the child as a whole) is written by the teacher in
conjunction with the child. The pupil passport (see appendix 3) can be viewed by all
members of staff on the school’s online portal so they understand the child’s needs and are
aware of how best to support them. This is updated as and when needed. A learning plan
(see appendix 2) is also set up which again is written in conjunction with the child and their
parents. Up to three targets are set on these documents which are reviewed every 6-8
weeks depending on the nature of the target. These targets are to help overcome the
barriers the child is facing. Not all targets may have an academic focus. They could be
based on any of the four key areas of SEND mentioned at the beginning of this document.
This cycle of assess, plan do & review ensures everyone works together to continually
improve the support so that the child improves the rate of progress.
At this level of support, the child would be placed on the additional needs register (with
parent’s consent). This is so that the SENCO and other senior leaders can monitor the
progress of the child closely. It may be that other professionals such as speech and
language therapists, educational psychologists and occupational therapists become involved
(with parental consent) to support school with programmes or recommendations to help
address the child’s needs. These will be used to inform the child’s learning plan. Parents are
also fully involved in this process and receive the same documentation as school. Meetings
are held so that all parties agree on what is best for the child. It is important to understand,
however, that the purpose of such involvement of professionals is not always to seek a
‘label’ or ‘diagnosis’ – but more often in order for advice to be offered to help the child learn
as well as they possibly can and be their best.
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EHCP
If the needs of the child are not being met through the provision, support and actions
outlined in the learning plans, a multi-agency meeting will agree to submit the appropriate
evidence to the local authority, requesting a statutory assessment for an Education Health
Care Plan (EHCP). An EHCP is required for children whose needs require a more intensive
level of specialist help that cannot be met from the resources available to school. The
needs of the child sit in range 4 or above in relation to the SEND ranges from the local
authority. The application for an Education, Health and Care Plan will combine information
from a variety of sources such as their learning plans, specialist reports, views from the both
the child and parents and also the SEND ranges. Parents can also make a self-referral for
an EHCP. A decision will be made by a group of professionals from education, health and
social care about whether or not the child is eligible for an EHCP. Parents have the right to
appeal against a decision not to initiate a statutory assessment leading to an EHC Plan.
Every child that has an EHCP will have an annual review where all professionals involved
with the child will meet at school with their parents and review their long term targets, set
new ones and discuss any amendments that need to be made to the EHCP document.
Children with an EHCP will still have learning plans and pupil passports that will reflect the
targets and information set in the EHCP document.
We ensure our GDPR policy is followed and that all documents relating to SEN are
treat with confidentiality, only shared with appropriate professionals and stored on
secure software.
Evaluating Success
The Governing Body at Hurworth Primary will report annually on the success of the policy
and, to facilitate this, we have identified specific objectives which are given under the ’aims
and objectives’ section in this policy.
In evaluating the success of this policy, our school will formally consult the following:
•
•
•
•

Parents
Pupils
Teaching staff
External professionals

We will set targets matched to specified aims to provide indicators against which progress
can be measured. Pupil progress will provide evidence for the success of the SEND policy
and this will be analysed carefully through:
• Consideration of each pupil’s success in meeting targets set on their learning plans.
• Value added data for pupils on the SEND register.
• Evidence generated from progress review meetings.
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Staff Training and resources
In order to maintain and develop the quality of teaching and provision to respond to the
strengths and needs of all pupils, staff engage in regular CPD opportunities. Training needs
are regularly reviewed and adapted to reflect the specific needs of pupils in school. The
SENCO attends the Local Authority and Multi Academy Trust partnership network meetings
and disseminates information to staff as appropriate. The SENCO is able to monitor
provision for children with SEND through observations, discussions with class
teachers/support staff, provision mapping and data analysis. Resources are typically
replenished/purchased as and when needed but an annual audit quantifies all SEN related
resources.

Admission Arrangements
The Governing Body believes that the admissions criteria should not discriminate against
pupils with SEND and has due regard for the practice advocated in the Code of Practice, in
that
‘All schools should admit pupils already identified as having special educational needs, as
well as identifying and providing for pupils not previously identified as having SEND. Pupils
with special educational needs but without statements must be treated as fairly as all other
applicants for admission.’
According to the Education Act 1996 if a parent wishes to have their child with an EHC
educated in the mainstream, the LEA must provide a place unless this is incompatible with
the efficient education of other children, and there are no reasonable steps can be taken to
prevent the incompatibility.
At Hurworth Primary School, we have adopted a whole-school approach to the SEND policy
and practice. Pupils identified as having SEND are, as far as is practicable, fully integrated
into mainstream classes. Every effort is made to ensure that they have full access to the
National Curriculum and are integrated into all aspects of the school.

Partnership with Parents
We firmly believe in developing a strong partnership with parents as this helps children with
SEND to achieve their full potential and helps inform high quality teaching practises within
the school, for the individual child. Our school recognises that parents have a unique
overview of their child’s needs and how best to support them and this gives them a key role
in the partnership. During each academic year, each child on the SEND register will have a
transition meeting regarding their progress and needs. Relevant members of staff and
parents attend this meeting to ensure the child transitions smoothly. As we recognise the
importance of the parent’s voice, we formally consult their views based on the SEND
provision in school. This is used to highlight our strengths and areas that need developing.
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The Voice of the Child
At Hurworth Primary School, we encourage pupils to participate in their learning by ensuring
they are involved in making decisions, where possible, right from the start of their education,
reflecting their level of maturity. We want all children to be given the opportunity to make
choices and know that their views matter. The School Council is one mechanism for this,
alongside PSHE, which is a regular feature of our school timetable. Children are involved in
the drawing up and reviewing of their learning plans and pupil passports. The SEND team
actively seek the voice of children during learning walks and observations so that staff can
provide them with appropriate support.
Accessibility
The leadership team at Hurworth Primary School are committed to improve access for all
people in the school building and for all pupils to access the curriculum. An accessibility plan
has been completed to ensure every opportunity to improve access has been identified and
acted upon accordingly. The accessibility policy can also be viewed on the school website.
Hurworth Primary School is a one-story building and is fully wheelchair accessible.

Complaints Procedure
Any complaints with regard to the SEND provision should be referred to the head teacher,
Mrs A Maddison, following the complaints procedure established by the school. Please
contact the school office to arrange an appointment, if there is anything you want to discuss.
The complaint procedure can be found on the school website.

Appendix 1: Definitions of Terms
Cognition and Learning
Children may experience general or specific learning difficulties and require systematic
programmes to aid progression. Such requirements may also apply to some extent to
children with physical and sensory impairments and autistic spectrum disorder. Specific
learning difficulties include, for example, dyslexia and dyspraxia.
Behaviour, Emotional and Social Development
Children may be withdrawn or isolated, disruptive or disturbing, over-active, impulsive or
lacking in concentration, have immature social skills or present challenging behaviour.
Communication and Interaction
Children may have speech and language delay, impairments or disorders, specific learning
difficulties e.g. dyslexia, dyspraxia, hearing impairments or autistic spectrum disorder.
Sensory and Physical
Children may have profound and permanent deafness, may be blind or partially sighted or
suffer lesser or temporary levels of loss. They may have physical impairments arising from
physical, neurological or metabolic causes and require access to specific facilities or
equipment. Their difficulties may cause them emotional stress or physical fatigue.
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Appendix 2: Demo template of a Learning Plan
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Appendix 3: Demo template of a pupil passport
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