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YEAR GROUP:  5 TERM:  Summer 

SUBJECT OVERVIEW OF LEARNING IDEAS FOR LEARNING AT HOME 
MATHS 

 

Decimals: Adding and subtracting decimals within 1 and crossing the whole. Adding and subtracting decimals with the 
same number of decimal places and with a different number of decimal numbers. Adding and subtracting wholes and 
decimals. Completing decimal sequences. Multiplying and dividing decimals by 10, 100 and 1,000.  
Properties of shape: Identifying angles. Comparing and ordering angles. Measuring with a protractor. Drawing lines and 
angles accurately. Calculating angles on a straight line and around a point. Developing understanding of triangles, 
quadrilaterals and regular and irregular polygons. Calculating lengths and angles in shapes. Reasoning about 3-D shapes. 
Lines of symmetry.   
Position and direction: Describing position. Drawing on a grid. Positioning in the first quadrant. Translation with 
coordinates. Reflection with coordinates.  
Converting units: Converting metric units and imperial units. Converting units of time. Deepening understanding of 
timetables.  
Volume: Comparing and estimating volume. Estimating capacity.  

It is vital that the children continue to be confident with 
their times tables. Please encourage them to keep 
practising at home – TTRockstars is a fun way to keep 
times tables fresh! 
 
  

ENGLISH 
 
  

This term, Year 5 will be using the text ‘Cogheart’ by Peter Bunzl to base their w riting around. They will be writing a 
balanced discussion, exploring different viewpoints inspired by events of the story. Their narrative unit will involve writing in 
role as a character from the story, developing their voice and continuing to look at how to use dialogue effectively to build 
character and move action forward within their stories. They will also write a short recount in the style of a blog.  
 
Year 5 will also be delving into ‘The Lost Happy Endings’ by Carol Ann Duffy. They will delve into the world of fairytales 
and traditional tales, and work on reimagining their own five part fairytale. They will also write a biography using technical 
and formal language, and explore how presentational devices can be used to appeal to an audience.  
 

Continue to encourage your child to read a wide range of 
age-appropriate books to work on developing their 
vocabulary and understanding. Talk about words they are 
unfamiliar with and try to use them in a range of contexts. 
Ask your child for updates about what is happening in the 
class novel and to predict what might happen next.  

SCIENCE 
 

Growing up and growing old: During this science topic, Year 5 will be exploring the changes as animals, including humans, 
develop from birth to old age. They will develop their understanding of different stages of life and that these stages last for 
different periods of time. They will also explore in more detail the life cycles of different animals, noting the similarities and 
differences in these life cycles.  
 
Let’s get moving: This forces topic will extend the children’s knowledge and understanding of gravity. Year 5 will work on 
identifying the effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction. They will also develop their understanding of how 
force and motion can be transferred through mechanical devices such as gears, pulleys, levers and springs.  

Can your child explain the laws of gravity to you? Maybe 
they could show you using objects or a diagram. They 
could look at moving objects at home and discuss how 
they might work.  

HISTORY 
 

This term, our history focus will be Ancient Egypt. The children will be able to locate this civilisation in time and place and 
be able to mention at least 3 iconic features associated with it. They will also be able to locate the river Nile on a map and 
understand the importance of this river. The class will understand why pyramids were built and be able to explain the 
process of mummification. They will also be exploring what life was like for men, women and children and understand the 
Ancient Egyptian beliefs with regards to their Gods and the afterlife.  

Can your child tell you any facts about Ancient Egypt? Can 
they explain any similarities or differences in beliefs? 
Could your child research an aspect of Ancient Egypt that 
interests them in more detail? 

GEOGRAPHY 
 

During the summer term, Year 5 will be recapping their learning about the countries and cities of the UK. They will also be 
continuing to develop their geographical skills, including using maps, keys and scales to locate places and features.  
 

If you have an atlas at home, maybe your child could use 
this to explore the different characteristics of the UK in 
more detail. If not, they could use Google Maps.  

ART 
D & T 
 

Our art this term will be linked to our History topic. The children will extend their knowledge of different printing techniques 
and use them to create their own repeated patterns linked to hieroglyphics and Ancient Egypt. They will use a variety of 
materials to create reusable stamps and use different methods of printing (block / relief). 
 
In DT the children are continuing to use their sewing skills to create a functional product. Later in the term we will 
investigate products which use mechanical systems such as gears and pulleys, linked to their learning about forces in 
Science.  

Printing is all around us in our day to day lives. Can your 
child identify different media that have been created by the 
different types of printing? Can they work out how they 
have been produced? 
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What can we learn about Christian faith through studying the lives of the Northern Saints? The class will learn the 
significance of Aiden in establishing Christianity in the region, the significance of Cuthbert as a monk, missionary and the 
prior Bishop of Lindisfarne, and the significance of Bede as a monk and a scholar. They will also understand the 
importance of Durham Cathedral as a place of pilgrimage, worship and prayer.  

Can your child tell you any facts about the Northern Saints 
and Aiden, Cuthbert and Bede? 

PE 

 

PE will continue on Friday afternoons.  Please ensure that your child remembers to bring their PE 
kit and a water bottle every Friday. We will be outside in all 
weathers (within reason) so if the weather grows warmer 
pleasure ensure your child comes to school wearing sun 
cream and has a sun hat with them if needed.   

PSHE 

 

One of the PSHE focuses during the summer term will be first aid and learning what to do in case of an accident or 
emergency. Children will learn the basics of how to deal with problems such as bites and stings, asthma, bleeding, 
choking, and basic life support. They will also learn how to contact emergency services and what information they would 
need to pass on to the operator.  
 
Then we will be learning about friendships, becoming independent, and how to communicate safely, both off and online. 
Finally we will look at money, including spending, saving, and how to make sensible decisions surrounding money.  

Ask your child what they would do in an emergency. 
Encourage open and supportive communication regarding 
their relationships and friendships. If your child has pocket 
money, discuss how they could make sensible decisions 
about what to do with it.  

MUSIC 
 
 
 

Using the Charanga package from Durham Music Services, Year 5 will use the song ‘The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air’ in their 
music lessons this term. The children will continue to develop their knowledge and understanding of pulse, rhythm and 
pitch whilst learning to sing this fun and fast-paced rap song.  

Your child can access their Yumu account on Charanga. 
They will be able to view our lessons and practise what we 
have been learning in school. 

FRENCH 
 

This term, Year 5 will learn the French vocabulary for the home, animals, and food. They will also look at the traditional 
tale The Three Little Pigs in French, and learn to tell part of it.  

Can your child tell you any of the words or phrases that 
they have learnt in French? 
Why not sign up to Duolingo to help your child learn 
French? https://www.duolingo.com/ 

COMPUTING 
 
 
 

In computing this term children will be introduced to databases, and how computers can be used for 3D modelling. They 
will also be introduced to the skill of word processing using Microsoft Word, and have the opportunity to be game creators 
using Purple Mash.  

Can your child tell you the important rules of being a good 
‘digital citizen’? Can they explain the functions of 
databases and word processors?  
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