
 

Curriculum Overview for Parents and Carers 
 

Year 6 Summer Term 

This term we will be learning the following things. Here are some useful hints and tips for helping at home! 

 Overview of Learning Ideas for Learning at Home 

English 

 

The first class novel this term will be ‘The Final Year’ - a poignant verse novel written by Matt Goodfellow. It 
follows ten-year-old Nate through his emotional final year of primary school, as he navigates changing 
friendships, family challenges and preparation for secondary school. The second, and final novel, for Year 6 will 
be ‘When the Sky Falls’ by Phil Earle. This is a highly acclaimed 2021 historical children's novel set in WWII-era 
London. The story focuses on a troubled boy named Joseph, who is sent to live with a grumpy zoo owner, Mrs 
F, and develops an intense, unlikely bond with a silverback gorilla named Adonis while bombers threaten the 
city.  
 
Using their class novels and other stimuli, such as the exciting residential to London, the class will be writing a 
range of different text types, including a character profile, a story episode and a persuasive website.  

Continue to encourage your child to read at home. It is the 
expectation that they read at least three times at home, write 
this in their reading record & have a parent/carer sign this at 
the end of each week. Thank you for your support with this. 
 

Maths 

 

In the lead up to SATS, the children will be revisiting and revising arithmetic skills and applying these to a range 

of reasoning and problem solving questions.  

 

Following SATS, Year 6 will complete a ‘Calculator Crunch’ topic and some NCETM Year 7 Bridging lessons, in 

preparation for their transition to secondary school.  

Encourage your child to keep practising their arithmetic skills 
with the four operations: addition, subtraction, multiplication & 
division. We will use these in all areas of our maths & knowing 
facts off by heart will make it easier! They can also continue to 
use Times Tables Rock Stars to help with their multiplication & 
division recall speed. 

Science 

 

During the summer term, Year 6 will learn to identify and name the main parts of the human circulatory 
system; describe the main functions of the heart, blood vessels and blood; recognise the impact of exercise 
and diet on the way the body functions; and learn that, whilst prescribed medication can be helpful, other 
substances, including nicotine, alcohol and certain drugs can be very harmful. 

Encourage your child to talk about what they are learning 
about in science. There are BBC Bitesize videos & games for all 
of the Year 6 science topics: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z2pfb9q 

History 

 

The final history topic this year will be: ‘Why did World War II begin in September 1939? What role did the 
people of Darlington play in the war?’ Within this unit, the class will learn about the importance of the Battle 
of Britain; about the efficacy of the measures put in place to keep people safe during the Blitz; about the 
introduction of rationing and why it lasted for so long after the war; how conflict changed British society and 
the lasting impact of the war on Britain. 

Encourage your child to find out more about World War II using 
a variety of sources.  

Art & Design 

 

Throughout the sculpture unit, Year 6 will explore the artists Grayson Perry, Elisabeth Frink and Louise 
Bourgeois. The children will learn how to add texture to clay by using relief and imprinting methods and use 
colour-mixing knowledge to add colour. They will then design and create a sculpture of an animal form and, 
finally, evaluate their work. 

Using clay/modelling material, or even other natural materials, 
your child could create their own sculptures of different 
animals. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z2pfb9q


 

Design & 
Technology 

 

In the final topic for design and technology, Year 6 will design and create an upcycled garment from an old shirt 
or t-shirt! The children will research and investigate the product, before designing it. They will need to decide 
on the different cutting, joining and sewing techniques they want to use and then start making the garment. 
Finally, the class will evaluate their products. 

Keep hold of an old shirt or t-shirt for your child to upcycle; it 
will need to be big enough to change the shape. 

RE 

 

‘How can Brahman be everywhere & in everything?’ Year 6 will start this topic by thinking about what they 
mean to different people, then move on to think about why Hindus believe Brahman takes on many forms and 
how different deities present the characteristics of Brahman. The class will consider how their beliefs might 
influence how Hindus choose to live their lives and how belief in the importance of the living world can affect 
people’s actions. 

Can your child explain some of the concepts they have learnt 
about Hinduism this term? Maybe they could think about what 
helps them when life gets hard... 

PE 

 

During the first half term, Year 6 will be developing their skills in athletics (strength, flexibility, throwing, 
running and jumping) and cricket (using a range of tactics for attacking and defending in the role of bowler, 
batter and fielder). In the final half term, the focus will be on basketball and outdoor and adventurous games.  

Support your child to remember to wear the right kit on the 
right days. It is particularly important, during these warmer 
months, that your child brings a water bottle every day – 
especially on PE days! 

PSHE 

 

For this term, the PSHE focus will be on the question: ‘How can social media affect us?’ Year 6 will explore the 
purpose of social media and then look at how they can evaluate online content, for example, by recognising 
manipulated images. The children will learn about what they should share online and about the associated 
risks involved. Finally, they will identify how they can respond to online content. 

As well as talking to your child about safe & age-appropriate 
online/social media use, talk about the move to secondary 
school. Encourage them to ask questions and reassure them 
that this is a great experience and that they have the support of 
us all. 

Music 

 

During summer 2, the class will continue to develop skills in reading music and playing a brass instrument, with 
Mrs Carr, from the Durham Music Service. The children will also be working on the end-of-year production, 
which will include a variety of songs. They will also continue to participate in singing assemblies. 

We hope that your child will enjoy singing the songs from the 
end-of-year production to you at home!  

Computing 

 

Through the BBC MicroBit Project, Year 6 will learn about online quizzes by exploring and creating different 
quizzes for a range of people and ages. This will include looking at different question types, exploring picture-
based quizzes and creating a grammar quiz. During the summer term, Year 6 will also complete a unit on 
spreadsheets, including developing skills in using basic functions in Excel, creating and formatting charts in 
Excel and filtering data within a spreadsheet.  

Talk about the kind of quizzes you enjoy (or don’t enjoy!) that 
your child can use as inspiration for their work in school. 

Spanish 

 

In the summer term, the class will be taught the topics ‘la fruta’ and ‘las verduras’. In the first unit, the children 

will learn 10 fruits and be introduced to the simple opinions ‘I like’ and ‘I do not like’. By the end of the unit, 

they will have the knowledge and skills to be able to say which fruits they like and do not like in Spanish. In the 

final unit, the class will learn 10 common vegetables in their plural form with their definite articles. They will 

learn the basic transactional language required take part in a role-play activity based on buying different 

quantities of vegetables from a market stall. 

Encourage your child to practise their Spanish at home by 
teaching you! There are lots of games and activities on the BBC 
website www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize  

Trips, 
Experiences & 

Enrichment 

 

• Residential to London 

• Fieldwork at Seaton Carew 

• Trip to Beamish 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize


 
 

Within school we have 6 values: Kindness, Respect, Resilience, Fairness, Teamwork and Ambition.  
These are interwoven through our curriculum and everyday practice. 


